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spoke only the bare truth when he asserted that,
although the catastrophe was not yet on us, the
danger had not yet in any way receded. We had
once more made it plain (presumably in the reply Sir
Nevile had taken back to Hitler), that our obligations
to Poland would be carried out. He described
measures taken to meet the emergency, " The British
people are said sometimes to be slow to make up their
minds, but, having made them up, they do not readily
let go/' Mr. Chamberlain's speech was made in the
knowledge of Sir Nevile's interview with Hitler late
on the night of August 28th. Hitler had been asked
to choose between a unilateral solution which would
mean war as regards Poland or British friendship,
and had replied that ''his army was ready and eager
for battle." But Sir Nevile had brought with him a
message from the Polish Government to the British
Government that they were prepared to enter into
direct discussions with Germany, Hitler's reply was
that he could not answer at once whether he would
negotiate directly with Poland.

At 7.16 pan, on August 29th Sir Nevile was in-
formed that Hitler was ready to negotiate direct with
Poland, but counted on the arrival of a Polish Pleni-
potentiary by August 30th. This second demand, Sir
Nevile remarked, "sounded like an ultimatum/'
This led to another stormy scene with Hitler and
Ribbentrop, but at 4 a.m. the next day Sir Nevile
was reinforced by the British Government's instruc-
tion to tell Hitler it would be unreasonable to expect
the British Government to produce a Polish represen-
tative in Berlin by August 30th, When on the night
of 30th~3lst Sir Nevile had his fateful interview with
Ribbentrop, elaborating the British Government's
view, Ribbentrop's reply was "to produce a lengthy
document which he read out in German at tap
speed." When Sir Nevile asked for the text of its